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‘This is probably the best civic museum in the country for its size. A 
superb archaeology gallery includes treasures like the Amesbury 
Archer but the overall content and quality of display and 
interpretation is unmatched. Other Salisbury related galleries are 
equally high quality. Highly recommended and worth visiting 
Salisbury for.’ 
 
Trip Advisor Comment, May 2025  
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About Us 
 
At The Salisbury Museum we are committed to 
welcoming, inspiring and entertaining our diverse 
audiences by telling the story of Salisbury and the 
surrounding area – a unique landscape which has 
been the cradle of unparalleled human achievement 
for over half a million years. 
 
We continually seek new ways to engage and 
collaborate with the broadest of audiences and 
partners. We use our expertise, creativity and 
passion, and the extraordinary breadth of our 
collections, to present contemporary experiences, 
displays, exhibitions and events which give context to 
the archaeological, historic and artistic riches of 
Salisbury and south Wiltshire. 
 
The Salisbury Museum acts as a catalyst to 
understanding and learning about English history on 
many different levels, and to appreciating what is so 
special and significant about this landscape, and the 
lives of the people who have shaped it – and who 
continue to shape it today.  
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Spring Fayre. 5 May 2025 



2025 in Numbers 
 

 
£146,882 Income from ticket sales 

 
£82,943  Donations and legacies (unrestricted) 

 
£78,992  Membership subscriptions 

 
29,634  Museum visitor number 

 
£24,552  Grant from Wiltshire Council 

 
£16,000 Grant from Salisbury City Council 

 
2,969 Members of the museum 

 
26 Accessioned objects and collections 

 
6  Temporary exhibitions 

 
 

Roy Wilde Installing The Downland and Valleys of South Wiltshire, April 2025 
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Annual Review 
 
In January, the Salisbury Civic Society recognised the museum’s 
achievements with an award for the outstanding repairs and 
conservation completed during the Past Forward project in 2024. 
Thanks to funding from major donor Peter Bradshaw, further works 
were carried out in 2025, including major roof repairs above the rear 
Victorian extension and the safe removal of asbestos. 
 
The museum is now preparing the next phase of its masterplan, 
designed to enhance the visitor experience and create a dedicated 
art and exhibition space in the south wing. This will allow a dynamic 
programme of temporary exhibitions alongside permanent displays, 
including the Rex Whistler archive, while providing secure archive 
storage, offices, and improved visitor facilities. Capital costs are 
estimated at £5 million, and plans are underway to secure funding 
to realise this transformative project. 
 
The year began with the final month of the Trinity Buoy Wharf 
Drawing Prize (26 October 2024 – 26 January 2025). This was 
followed by 1980s Britain – Money Changes Everything (8 February 
– 11 May 2025), which explored the culture, photography, and 
music that defined the decade. The exhibition included loans from 
local people and an Atari games console with Pac-Man installed for 
visitors to play. Our major summer exhibition was Elisabeth Frink: A 
View from Within (24 May – 28 September 2025). This touring 
exhibition from Dorset Museum and Art Gallery, supported by Arts 
Council England through Wessex Museums, explored Frink’s 
artistic and personal life at Woolland in Dorset. It showcased 
sculptures, drawings, and prints and examined her artistic process, 
personal life, and influences. 
 

Elisabeth Frink – A View from Within (Copyright Spencer Mulholland) 

5 



The final exhibition of the year was a new initiative – the Landscape 
Open (18 October 2025 – 25 January 2026). Working with arts PR 
company Parker Harris, we launched an international art 
competition responding to the theme of landscape. Nearly 2,000 
artworks were submitted by over 1,000 artists, resulting in an 
exhibition of almost 80 works showcasing landscapes in a wide 
range of styles and media. The exhibition highlighted the creativity 
and diversity of contemporary landscape art. The winning artist, 
Sophie Barlett, received £1,000 and a solo exhibition at the 
Salisbury Museum in 2026. 
 
Smaller exhibitions included Milestones; Rioters in Drag and The 
Grotesque (7 December 2024 – 21 April 2025), a photographic 
exhibition by Jamie Hobson exploring milestones, mileposts, and 
waymarkers. This was followed by The Downland and Valleys of 
South Wiltshire (26 April – 13 July), an exhibition of oil paintings by 
Roy Wilde. The final exhibition in this series was MATTHEW DEAN: 
draw a line (19 July 2025 – 4 January 2026), featuring oil paintings 
and drawings of local landscapes. 
 
The exhibition programme was accompanied by lectures and 
events. Highlights included Val Greathead’s 1980s-themed talk, 
Script to Screen – A Costume Design Journey (17 April); Frink and 
Twentieth-Century Sculpture by David Brindley (17 July); and 
Visions of an Old Landscape by Sam Smiles (16 October). 
 
Our major autumn fundraising lecture was given by V&A Director 
Tristram Hunt: Josiah Wedgwood – The Radical Potter (3 
December). This formed part of a season of ceramics-related 
events, including the lecture A Potted History by ceramics gallery 
curator Julian Richards (20 March). A family pot-making day was 
held during the summer holidays (12 August), and a six-week 
hands-on adult ceramics course ran in the autumn. 
 
Major events during the year included the Spring Fayre (5 May), the 
Festival of Archaeology (26–27 July), and a fashion show for the 
Fashioning Our Future project at the Arts Centre (24 September). 
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Landscape Open Private View: 17 October 2025 (Photos Ash Mills) 



 
 

The delivery of the Activity Plan for Past Forward continued 
throughout 2025, with a strong focus on schools and young people. 
This included our weekly after-school Young Producers Lab and the 
Friary Youth Outreach creative after-school club. Other projects 
included a weekly Year 10 art project on research-based creative 
practice at Sarum Academy and a natural history outreach project 
at St Martin’s Primary School. 
 
Wider community engagement, led by our Community Curator, 
included: 

 the continuation of the intergenerational oral history project 
with Wiltshire College students, Salisbury Sixth Form 
students, and older community participants. 

 a creative project for visually impaired people linked to the 
Elisabeth Frink exhibition, run in partnership with Wiltshire 
Sight over six weeks and forming the basis for future work 
with visually impaired audiences. 

 weekly sessions with ESOL (English for Speakers of Other 
Languages) students from Wiltshire College exploring what 
‘folk’ meant to them. Participants created a new artwork that 
featured in the Folk exhibition in 2026. 

 the monthly Conversation Club for older people who are 
lonely or isolated, suitable for those in the early stages of 
dementia and their carers. Sessions were also held with 
Salisbury Alzheimer’s Men’s Group in July to explore how 
the museum could further develop its offer for people living 
with dementia. 

 
The NLHF Fashioning Our Future project has continued to make 
strong progress. Key achievements included: 

 redecorating the main storeroom as part of the 
refurbishment of the fashion stores and reorganising parts of 
the collection. 

 developing a new co-curated fashion exhibition at Blandford 
Fashion Museum (opened 13 February 2026). 

 working with young people attending the weekly after-school 
club to develop ideas for the September fashion show and a Young Producers, 25 February 2025 (Photo Ash Mills) 
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temporary exhibition on the theme of Fashion and Nature at 
the museum in 2027. 

 workshops involving primary schools, secondary schools 
and colleges, students from Arts University Bournemouth, 
young carers, and Duke of Edinburgh Award participants. 

 Project Manager Katy England convening and chairing a 
panel discussion at the Museums Association conference – 
Absolutely Fabulous: Dynamic Ways to Demystify Fashion 
Collections – on 8 October 2025. 

 
The museum made 26 acquisitions in 2025. One highlight was an 
archive relating to the Bennett family, who used to be proprietors of 
the Salisbury Journal. The art collection was enhanced with a large 
pencil drawing of a lion by Dame Elisabeth Frink (1930–1993) and 
two oil paintings by Salisbury artist Margaret Sarah Carpenter 
(1793–1872). One painting was donated by Mr Donald Whitton from 
California, and the other purchased at auction using funds he 
provided. Mr Whitton is related to the artist. 
 
New staff appointments during the year included Jane Booth as 
Marketing Officer, who started in March 2025. Learning Officer 
Owain Hughes left in September to become Learning Curator for 
Schools and Community at the Watts Gallery and Artists’ Village in 
Surrey. He was replaced by Clare Parry, and Alice Maddicott was 
promoted to Learning and Engagement Manager. Isobel Saville 
was appointed Learning Intern for the NLHF project. Fashioning 
Our Future Project Manager Katy England achieved the 
Associateship of the Museums Association (AMA) in December. 
 
The museum welcomed 29,634 visitors during the year, reflecting 
the continuing engagement and support of our local community and 
wider audiences. 
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Sustainable Fashion Show at the Arts Centre, 24 September 2025 



 
 

2025 Highlights: January to June 
 
 
 

 

January 
 
Museum receives 
award from Civic 
Society Conservation 
Awards Scheme for 
Past Forward  
Project 
 
 

 

February 
 
1980s exhibition 
opened on 8 
February. Show 
included loans 
from local people 
 

 

March 
 
Ceramics gallery 
curator Julian 
Richards gave a  
talk on the 
new gallery on 
20 March 

 

April 
 
Roy Wilde  
exhibition opens - 
The Downland  
and Valleys of  
South Wiltshire 
(26 April – 13 July) 

 

May 
 
The annual Spring 
Fayre was held on 
the bank holiday 
Monday – 5 May 

 

June 
 
Members garden 
party at The  
Walton Canonry – 
10 June 

 
  

9 



2025 Highlights: July to December 
 
 
 

 

July 
 
New museum 
guidebook was 
launched in July 

 

August 
 
Weekly family 
Discovery Days  
were held through- 
out the summer 
holidays – including 
this event themed 
around Frink’s dog 
sculptures 

 

September 
 
Fashion show for 
the Fashioning  
Our Future  
project at the  
Arts Centre on  
24 September 
 
 
 

 

October 
 
First Landscape 
Open exhibition at 
museum opened  
on 18 October 
 

 

November 
 
Annual Clarendon 
lecture: Henry III: 
Palaces, Politics  
and Piety by Dr 
Jonathan Foyle  
on 6 November 
 

 

December 
 
Fundraising lecture 
by Tristram Hunt: 
Josiah Wedgwood 
 – The Radical 
Potter on 3 
December 
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Case Study 
 
A TOUCH OF FRINK: A CREATIVE COURSE FOR 
VISUALLY IMPAIRED PEOPLE 
 

 
 
A Touch of Frink was a 6-week creative course for visually 
impaired people, inspired by the work of Elisabeth Frink. In June 
and July 2025, 12 participants joined sessions led by the museum’s 
Community Curator Bridget Telfer and sculptor, Miles Bodimeade. 
These explored Frink’s sculptures through touch and creating their 
own artworks using cardboard, masking tape and Modroc. 
 
Participants described the touch tour as immersive and inspiring, 
with some trying art for the first time. One said, “Being able to touch 
it – it is so much more immersive,” while another shared, “I had 
never done any art before. It was so fascinating.” 

The course was delivered in partnership with the Salisbury branch 
of Wiltshire Sight, who recruited participants and provided visual 
awareness training for museum staff and volunteers. Funding from 
Wessex Museums and the National Lottery Heritage Fund covered 
travel, materials, artist fees and refreshments, making the course 
fully accessible. Several participants said they could not have 
attended without the arranged taxi transport. 
 
With expert guidance from Miles, everyone completed at least two 
sculptures, with some going on to create original works inspired by 
Frink. The project also helped the museum build confidence in 
creating accessible programmes for visually impaired visitors and 
showed strong local demand for this work. 
 
The museum is now continuing to work with participants to develop 
tours and object-handling resources for visually impaired people, 
with plans to launch these for the public by the end of 2026. As one 
participant reflected, “The whole thing has been very positive. When 
you can’t see very well things can be very negative.” 
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Our People 
 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
ELECTED 
M J Wade (Chair), D Baker, K Blackwood, (Hon Treasurer appointed 
25.06.2025), D K Edmonds (Hon Treasurer until 25.06.2025), C Elmer, V 
A Greathead, A Green, S Jackson (resigned 25.06.2025), J G R Perry 
(resigned 25.06.2025), L Slater, M Thorpe (appointed 24.04.2025),  
T Wright (appointed 30.01.2025) 

 
OBSERVER 

E C Probert Dean and Chapter (until 25.06.2025) 
 
 
Company secretary: 
D K Edmonds (Hon Treasurer) 

 
Registered office: 
The King's House, 65 The Close, Salisbury, SP1 2EN 

 
Registered company no: 
1826436 (England and Wales) 

 
Registered charity no: 
289850 

 
Arts Council accredited museum no: 
878 

 
Auditors: 
Fletcher and Partners 

 
 
STAFF 
Chief Operating Officer   L Bridal 
Director and Curator   A Green 
Finance Officer     A Heather 
Finance Assistant   J Goddard 
Fashioning Our World Project Assistant J Mearns (from 01.02.2025) 
Fashioning Our World Project Officer K England 
Finds Liaison Officer   S Hawke 
Finds Liaison Assistants   A Smith 

A Tanner 
Housekeepers    A Davy 

V Overton 
Learning and Engagement Manager A Maddicott (from 01.09.2025) 
Learning Intern    I Saville (from 22.09.2025) 
Learning Officer    C Parry (from 08.09.2025) 
Learning and Outreach Officer  O Hughes (until 08.09.2025) 
Marketing Officer   J Booth (from 04.03.2025) 
Membership Officer   J Mearns 
Project Learning Officer A Maddicott (until 31.08.2025) 
Receptionists F Ashley, C Cameron, K Falcke, 

T Green, R Hames, J Hampton, 
M Kirby, C Marshall, R Pearce,  
K Shepcar 

Volunteer Coordinator   K Douglas 
Wessex Community Curator  B Telfer 
Wessex Collections Manager L Williams 
 

HONORARY STAFF 
Curator Emeritus   P R Saunders 
Senior Guide     R J Wadey 
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Finances 

 
During 2025 The Salisbury Museum has generated income from a 
broad range of sources including tickets sales, trading income, 
membership and grant income. Our main source of funding in 2025 
were grants, donations and legacies. 
 
We receive public funding from the Arts Council, National Lottery 
Heritage Fund, Salisbury City Council and Wiltshire Council. 
 
Total income £930,115 
Donations and legacies £436,600 
Charitable activities £250,563 
Other trading activities £212,400 
Investments £30,552 
  
Total expenditure £1,262,070 
Raising funds £12,743 
Charitable activities £1,216,279 
Other trading activities £33,048 
  
Balance as at 31 December 2025 
Unrestricted funds £744,359 
Restricted funds £4,095,090 
Cash at bank and in hand £523,565 
 
This summary of financial information is provided to give an outline 
of Salisbury Museum’s financial position in 2025. This has been 
taken from the full annual accounts, which have been audited by 
Fletcher and Partners Chartered Accountants. A copy of the full 
annual accounts can be obtained by contacting the museum. 
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Landscape Open Private View: 17 October 2025 (Photo Ash Mills) 
 



Thank You 
 
 
Main Supporters 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Other support was generously received from (gifts over £1,000) from Mr 
Donald Whitton, Mr Roger Wadey and others who wish to remain 
anonymous. Some donations were kindly received from patron members 
for the Bloomsbury in Wiltshire exhibition planned for 2026. This will be 
reported on more fully in the 2026 Annual Report. 
 
The museum received unrestricted legacies from estates of Miss Audrey 
Mary Catford and Mr John Arthur Speirs. Legacies are a vital source of 
income for the museum and we are incredibly grateful to those people who 
make such gifts. 
 
 

 
 
 
Corporate Members 
 
Fletcher and Partners 
Wilsons Solicitors 
Wilton House 
Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History Society 
Woolley and Wallis Fine Art Auctioneers 
 
 
Patron Members 
 

Mrs J Bailey Mrs C Long 
Mr and Mrs D Baker Miss S Manitta 
Ms S Beale Lady Marland 
Ms A Beckwith-Smith Mr & Mrs S Morant 
Mr D Bernstein & Ms S Caruth Mr & Mrs G Pitt-Rivers 
Mr & Mrs G Blundell Hon & Mrs P Pleydell-Bouverie 
Ms R Butler Mr and Mrs B Plummer 
Mr & Mrs P Chase Mr A Prideaux 
Mr & Mrs M L Clark Mr and Mrs C Rome 
Mr & Mrs D Cooper Mr and Mrs Simmonds 
Mr J Crawford & Mrs T Ufnowski Mr & Mrs L Slater 
Mr & Mrs R Denniston Mr & Dr D Spence 
Sir P & Lady Duffell Dame R Spencer 
Mr & Mrs A Ebel Mr & Mrs J Studholme 
Mr J Glen Mr J Turner 
Mr & Mrs J Hutton Mr M Wade 
Mr & Mrs J Kelly Mr R Wadey 
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